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What is a successful life? Is it having a
beautiful house? A big car? Having a good job?
Having big family, lots of friends? Being respected and well known? Having success in
business, in love? Being in good health, living a
happy life? Doing whatever pleases us?
In the Gospel, (Luke ch 16) Jesus tells us
the story of two people. One was wealthy, had
lots of friends and lived in luxury. The other was
poor, homeless, sick and starving to death. The
rich man dies and the give him a great funeral,
while the poor man is thrown into the common
grave after his death. The story does not end
there, the rich man finds himself in hell with
deep suffering, but the poor man is in paradise
with Abraham.
In men’s view, in this transient world, the
rich man had a successful life and the poor man
was a failure. But in God’s view site, for eternity,
the poor man achieved the supreme goal of existence and the rich man missed it. What’s an
earthly life with respect to eternal life?
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Why did the rich man end up in hell? Was it because he was wealthy, had many friends, and lived a
luxurious life? No
Why did the poor man gain paradise? Was it because he was poor, sick and wretched? No
Throughout his life, the rich man thought only
about himself, with no thought about God, nor the
poor. Though he was miserable, the poor man did
not revolt and he kept his trust in God. The rich
man would have wished God would resurrect the
poor man and send him to his family to warn them
of the terrible fate awaiting them. But Abraham answers him saying that even if a dead man rose
again, they will not believe, and that they should
better listen to Moses and the prophets. You too,
you say: Hell? Paradise? No one ever came back to
tell us!
We now have more than Moses and the prophets.
God sent his only son to warn us.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish, but have eternal life.
A successful life is a life that ends in Paradise. To
have eternal life, you must believe in Jesus Christ,
believe that he is the son of God, that he died on the
cross to take away your sins, and that he is risen
from the dead. And you must become his disciple.
If you want to believe in him, pray this prayer with
me: Lord Jesus, I believe you are the son of God,
that you love me and you died on the cross to take
away my sins. I believe that you are risen, I receive
your Spirit in my heart to restart a new life in communion with you. Contact us :
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